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It is with much excitement and anticipation that I welcome all our 
Genesis families back for the 2019 school year.

An extra special welcome is extended to our new families that are 
joining our wonderful Genesis community this year. We trust that 
settling in to your new environment does not take too long. We do 
thank God for the wonderful community He has blessed us with 
and we look forward to the 2019 journey that we will embark on 
together in just a few short sleeps.

Earlier this week I shared with the staff   the story of the “Brother 
In Arms” project that originated in 2006 when the bodies of fi ve 

Australian Soldiers were uncovered during the laying of a gas pipeline in Westhoek, 
Belgium. It is quite a remarkable story because of what has been achieved due to one 
man, Johan Vander Valle’s determination, passion and motivation. His commitment to 
fi nding who these men were has led to others becoming committed to this cause and 
so funds are currently being raised to erect a memorial to commemorate, not just the 
Hunter brothers, but many other families who lost multiple sons during war time.

My challenge to staff  centred around what their passion and motivation is for 2019 
and how that may benefi t the students they teach or interact with this year.     

 Schools are in a unique situation because every new year there is an opportunity to 
start afresh in so many areas of endeavour. Students, likewise, are in that position as 
well because they can put behind them any disappointments from previous years and 
focus on new beginnings and aspirations for the new academic year. Could I therefore 
encourage all parents to include, as part of their conversations about returning to 
school,  the topic of “what are your goals and passions for 2019? ”Obviously, these are 
going to be age appropriate, however, children irrespective of age can aspire to achieve 
short and long term goals. Often these are small incremental goals which can built 
upon, be they in the classroom, on the sports fi elds or on stage. Parents as the primary 
educators, play a pivotal role in this regard and can provide enormous support and 
motivation to children be they in Year 1 or Year 12.

 This year there is much to be excited about on the building front. Unfortunately, 
the Primary playground project is running behind schedule. We are expecting it to 
be completely installed by the end of the second week back. Currently, expressions 
of interest have been called for tenders for the construction of the fi nal stage of the 
Secondary building program. This building consisting of 4 classrooms, Learning Support 
and Enrichment facilities and  STEM learning spaces will be built between the Science 
Centre and the Industrial Technology Centre. Clearly its location is going to pose some 
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UNIFORM SHOP HOURS
Monday -   CLOSED
Tuesday -  8.15am to 9.45am
 2.30pm to 3.30pm
Wednesday - 8.15am to 9.45am
              2.30pm to 3.30pm
Thursday -  CLOSED
Friday -  8.15am to 9.45am
              2.30pm to 3.30pm
Uniform Shop Coordinator
Cathy van Vuuren 
Ph 3882 9031 / Fax 3882 1581

2019 CALENDAR

Term 1
January
Thu 24/Fri 25 Launch &/

Orientation Day 

Mon 28 Public Holiday

Tues 29 First Day of 
School 

Feburary
Tue 5 Yr 9-12 Photos

 Sibling Photos

 P&F Meeting

Wed 6 Yr 7&8 Photos

 Yr 6 Photos

Thu 7 Prep -Yr 5 Photos

 Sibling Photos

Fri 8 Sec Swimming 
Carnival

March
Sun 3-10 Sister School Visit 

-Minokamo High 
School

April

Thurs 4   School Ends

Fri 19 GOOD FRIDAY

Term 2 - 
Tue 23 April –   Fri 28 June 

Term 3 - 
Mon 22 July – Fri 20 Sept 

Term 4 - 
Tue 8 October–            

Fri 15 November 

(Yr 12 Last Day) 

Fri 29 November 

(Yr 10&11 Last Day) 

Wed 4 December 

(P – Yr 9 Last Day)

parking and access issues which we will communicate about closer to construction 
time. Despite these challenges this building will be an exciting addition to the specialist 
facilities we already enjoy here at Genesis.      

 Please be reminded that Launch Day will be held on Friday 25 January 2019. As you 
are no doubt aware the format of the day has changed considerably and therefore 
the time commitment here on campus is greatly reduced. We do however ask you to 
participate as required, having all students “geared up” with all the correct  equipment, 
textbooks, laptops or iPads to ensure a stress free and productive fi rst  day back.  This 
year students commence on Tuesday 29 January.

 This back to school newsletter also contains important information about our 
start of year procedures.  We respectfully request that all parents take the time to 
familiarise the whole family with the necessary arrangements and expectations. Some 
very important annual reminders are listed below.  To ensure minimal disruption and 
frustration, we ask all parents to adhere to the following requests: 

• The car park and drop off  and pick up zones experience signifi cant congestion 
during the fi rst few weeks.  While it is unavoidable, it is important that all users are 
polite, patient and cooperative.

• Prep students are to be collected at 2:30pm.  Prep parents must please park in the 
main car park or at No.7 Youngs Crossing Road as leaving their vehicle in the drop off  
zone is never an option.

• Primary students are dismissed at 2:50pm and, therefore, they should be collected 
between 2:50pm and 3:00pm.  Safety cones will be used to keep the drive through 
clear. They will be removed close to 2:50pm.  This measure is critical to avoid 
congestion on Young’s Crossing Road which causes considerable frustration for our 
users as well as other motorists.

• Secondary students are dismissed at 3:00pm and, therefore, can be collected after 
3:05pm.

• Parents with students in both sub-schools are asked to please collect them after 
3:00pm.  Staff  supervision is provided across the Campus so Primary students are 
catered for while waiting for Secondary students to fi nish.  Alternatively, parents 
with younger Primary students may wish to park in the car park and arrange for their 
Secondary students to meet them there.  Waiting in the pickup lane for 5 minutes is 
not an option as it interferes with effi  cient traffi  c fl ow at the busiest time of day.

• Please note that the Secondary Staff  Car Park is required for staff  parking only 
between the hours of 7:30am and 4:00pm.  There is usually suffi  cient short term 
parking for pool and court users.  Please ensure that extra care is taken using this car 
park as there are usually students moving through it to access the sports precinct.

• We would request that the Secondary Car Park is never used during College hours 
for picking up or dropping off  students unless they are using the sports facilities.  
Council imposed restrictions identifi es the main entrance as the primary entrance 
to our school and that is where the majority of pickups and drop off s should occur.  
Please support us in our attempts to ensure we comply with these requirements and 
assist us in ensuring the safety of our students as we keep our car parks and pedestrian 
areas safe.

Please also note that No.7 Youngs Crossing Road is available for overfl ow parking at 
all times. I would encourage new parents or those walking their children to class on 
the fi rst day to utilise this location to avoid congestion in the main car park.

 We have already welcomed Mr Jeremy Williamson, Head of School-Primary. He 
together with ten other new staff  have been hard at work for nearly 
three weeks now. You will fi nd details of who these staff  are and 
where they will be working in the Primary and Secondary sections 
in this publication. We also are welcoming back a number of staff  
who are returning from long service leave and maternity, again 
details are available in this edition of the Chronicle.  

 Finally, all the staff  at Genesis are aware of the signifi cant trust 
placed in us to be part of the educational journey of your children 
in their formative years. We realise it is a partnership we enter into 
with our families that we should not take for granted. We covet 
your prayers especially for the wisdom, patience and compassion 
which only the Lord can supply in abundance. Be assured that the 
staff  pray weekly for our students and their families.

I look forward to catching up with many of you in the next 
couple of weeks.

Brian Barker

Principal
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

PRIOR TO THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

• Ensure that you have purchased all items of stationery 
that are listed on your child’s stationery list and that all 
items are named. 

• If your child needs new shoes, we suggest purchasing 
them at least one week prior to the fi rst day of school 
and recommend your child “wear them in” at home for 
short periods of time prior to school.

• Label all items that your child brings to school in 
permanent ink or labels with their full name. Hat tags 
fray and disintegrate, do not write on hat tags.

• If you have concerns that you wish to discuss with your 
child’s teacher prior to the commencement of school 
you are able email your teacher directly through the 
Parent Lounge portal.

 FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

• Workbooks and exercise books supplied by the College 
for primary students will be provided  in the classroom 
on the fi rst day of school for naming and covering.

• The playground areas are not supervised before 8.15am 
each morning. Primary school students arriving before 
8.15am should wait under the covered areas of the 
Lower Primary precinct

• Allow time for students to go to the bathroom and 
have a drink of water, and unpack their bags so they 
are  prepared for learning.

• Primary students are welcome to place their bags on 
the racks outside their allocated classroom.

• Students can use the playground until the starting bell 
after 8.15am, alternatively parents and students may 
like to familiarise themselves with where the water 
bubblers, bathroom amenities and eating areas are.

• Students may line up outside their classrooms and wait 
for the teacher.

• School commences at 8.30am Prep – Year 12.  Please 
endeavour to always have students at school and in 
class on time.

• Once the bell rings for students to go into class, 
students in Primary should proceed to their designated 
rooms. Secondary  students should proceed directly to 
their allocated Form room. This is a good opportunity 
for parents to farewell their child.

• Prep and Year 1 parents are welcome to accompany 
their child into the room.

 ITEMS TO BRING ON THE FIRST DAY

• College bag with small identifying item or name tag 
attached to the zip or handles which will assist your 
child in distinguishing their bag from others.

• All required stationery items

• Morning tea and lunch

• Water bottle

• Genesis hat/cap

 Please note that items likely to cause injury including 
skateboards etc should not be brought to school. 
Scooters which are used as the mode of transport to and 
from school are required to be secured at the bike racks 
for the duration of the school day.

MOBILE PHONES

• Mobile phones brought in by primary students must be 
handed in to Primary Reception.

• Year 7 to 12 students are to turn off  their phones and 
secure them in their lockers once they reach the 
College grounds.

Please see the Parent Handbook for procedures for 
handling mobile phones.

 CATCHING BUSES TO AND FROM GENESIS

Please verify the bus details with the bus company 
that your child/ren will use then fi ll in the slip on page 5 
and return to Student Reception. This will allow staff  to 
compile a check list for the afternoon bus runs.

Instruct your child/ren about the correct details of the 
buses that they are catching such as bus line’s name, 
route number, pick up point and time etc.

For the most up-to-date details and information 
about where the bus stops and picks up, please contact 
Thompson Bus Lines  for the following routes: Bray 
Park, Strathpine, Petrie, Murrumba Downs, Kallangur or 
Cashmere, Albany Creek and Eaton’s Hill; and Brisbane 
Bus Lines for Dayboro, Mt Pleasant or Laceys Creek areas.

Please note that the routes listed above have their 
own pick-up points around the College campus and 
outside the College as well. Below is a list of questions 
to ask the service provider.

Questions Regarding Your Bus Service

TO school

• Where is the closest bus stop to our house? We live 
at... 

• What time does the bus pick up at that point? 

• What time does the bus arrive at Genesis? 

• Where is the drop off  point once they arrive at 
Genesis? 

• What is the bus number or route name displayed on 
the bus?

FROM school

• Where is the collection point at the school? 

• What time does the bus depart from Genesis? 

• What is the bus number or route name displayed on 
the bus? 

•  What time does the bus arrive at the closest bus stop 
to our house?

 AFTERNOON BUS PROCEDURES

• Primary students assemble at 2.55pm in the Bus 
Assembly Area (outside the Lower Primary amenities 
block adjacent opposite Year 1).

• Bus duty teachers will meet students and mark bus 
roll.

• Ensure your child knows what bus they are catching 
e.g. Thompson K Run.

• Students catching the bus from inside the campus 
car park will wait in the car park pick up zone area.

• Students catching the buses outside the College 
from either side of Youngs Crossing Road will be 
escorted by a teacher through the campus.

• Once outside, a teacher will escort one group of 
students across the road to wait.

• A duty teacher supervises the students catching the 
bus on the College side of the road.

• Secondary students immediately make their way to 
the bus stops as soon as the bell sounds.

• Students must follow the instructions of the 
supervising staff .
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CAR PARK PROCEDURE

• In order to minimise car park congestion and queues 
out onto Youngs Crossing Road at the end of the 
school day, we would like to remind you that the Set 
Down/Pick Up Bay is not to be used as a parking area 
at any time. 

• The speed limit is dead slow in the entire car park at all 
times.

• Students are to use pathways and to take care around 
the moving traffi  c in the car park. 

• There is to be no running through the car park.

• Please cross at the pedestrian crossing areas.

• Extra parking is available at 7 Youngs Crossing Rd.

• We ask our College community to be mindful of the 
diffi  culties that our neighbours in Dundee Street 
experience when parents use this area as a set down/
pick up zone. Be aware that our neighbours do call on 
the Police to monitor the problem of parking across 
driveways or on the No Standing yellow lines. 

• Students are supervised in the pick up area until 
3.30pm. If you are running late please advise the 
relevant Student Reception. Students will be asked to 
wait in Student Reception until you arrive.

COLLECTION OF STUDENTS AND DEPARTURE FROM 
CAMPUS

• Should you have an emergency where you will be late 
please advise the appropriate Student Reception as 
soon as practical. 

• Any students not collected by 3.30pm will be instructed 
to wait outside the Admin offi  ce. 

PREP

• All students are required to be picked up directly from 
their classroom by the parent.

• If another adult is to collect your child on a particular 
day please notify the relevant teacher.

PRIMARY

• Years 1-2 students are escorted by teachers to the 
car park Pick Up Zone where they will be supervised 
until collected.

• Years 3-6 will make their own way to the waiting area 
where they will also be supervised. 

• All students are to be collected before 3.30pm.

• Parents may wait in the portico waiting area to collect 
students.

SECONDARY

• Years 7-12 students are to walk independently to the 
car park waiting area.

• Students are to wait quietly until collected. 

 RIDING TO SCHOOL

•  Students who ride to and from school must enter or 
depart the grounds using the gate on Youngs Crossing 
Road near the Bray Park Community Church Admin 
Building and Youth Shed or the gates at Dundee St.

•  Do not enter through the main driveway or the 
driveway near the Genesis Aquatic Centre.

• Bikes are not to be ridden on the grounds. Walk the 
bike to the bike racks.

• Bike helmets must be worn while bikes are being 
ridden. Students who ride to and from school must 
enter or depart the grounds using the gate on Youngs 
Crossing Road near the Bray Park Community 
Church Admin Building and Youth Shed or the 
gates at Dundee St. Do not enter through the main 
driveway or the driveway near the Genesis Aquatic 
Centre. Bikes are not to be ridden on the grounds. 
Walk the bike to the bike racks. Bike helmets must be 
worn while bikes are being ridden. 

 

COLLEGE PHONE NUMBERS
Please call the relevant reception to leave messages for your 
child or their teacher, to make appointments with teachers, 
chaplains etc, to arrange early pick-ups, make enquiries about 
Primary and Secondary activities, letters sent home etc
Absentee Line  3882 9033 (Leave a message)  
Absentee SMS  0428 032 519 
Email  absentees@genesis.qld.edu.au
Primary School Reception (Prep to Yr 6)  3882 9049 
Secondary School Reception (Yrs 7 to 12)  3882 9014 
Main Reception  3882 9000
For enrolments, general enquiries etc
Finance Offi  ce  3882 9018

Uniform Shop  3882 9031
Tuckshop 3882 9041
Genesis Aquatic Centre 3882 9091
Fitness Centre 3882 9092
Little Genesis Early 
Learning Centre  3882 9032 
OSHC (Prep) 3882 9032
OSHC (Yrs 1 to 7)  3882 9013 
(Please call these numbers not the College 
Main Reception number as the College closes 
at 4.30pm)
Dance and Drama Academies 0418 443 220

Class allocations and teacher details have been uploaded to Parent Lounge:

 To access class information go to the “Student Details” menu and select 
“General Details”.

 To access teacher information go to the “Student Details” menu and select 
“Email Class Teachers”.

If you have any queries please call the Parent Lounge Help Line on 3882 
9058 or email: parentlounge@genesis.qld.edu.au
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CARPARK USAGE

Keeping Your Children Safe
Please take a moment to fully orientate yourself about the pick up and drop off  zone, traffi  c fl ow and the relevant 

parking areas for parent usage on the college campus. For more details please refer to the Principal's article on page 
2. 

MAIN CARPARK

POOL, GYM AND STAFF CARPARK
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PRIMARY SCHOOL

Dear Parents

Welcome!

We warmly welcome families back to the 2019 school year, and I look forward to getting to 
know our school community, and journeying with families, as together we work towards the 
development and growth of your children academically, socially, and spiritually. I feel incredibly 
honoured and blessed to be appointed as your new Head of School – Primary. My whole 
family has a long history in Christian schooling, and we certainly feel called by God to serve 
at Genesis Christian College. Although I work as a school leader and manager, I am fi rstly a 
teacher, who loves just being around children, and working with staff  in a child’s development. 
As such, you will see me out and about the school grounds, and regularly in classrooms. Our 
teacher-parent-student relationships are vital, and I encourage parents to connect with me 
when possible; even just for a quick hello and a chat. I also pray that the start of the school year 
is a blessed one for your families, as you send your older children back to school, and some of 

your children to school for the fi rst time. May the peace of God be with you all these coming weeks.

First Day of School

Tuesday, 29 January is the fi rst day of school for 2019, and all classroom teachers will be in their rooms before 
school available to meet and greet parents and students. Year 1 teachers will be available before school during weeks 
1 and 2 to allow a comfortable transition for our younger students.

Families of New Students

Relationships with families is key for us at Genesis, and all teachers of new students to the College will make 
contact with parents within the fi rst two weeks to school to ensure students have settled well into their new school.

Class information sessions – Week 3

These have been planned for the following days and times

Yr1 – Wednesday 13 February, 2.20-2.50pm

Yr2 – Tuesday 12 February, 2.20-2.50pm

Yr3 – Thursday 14 February, 2.20-2.50pm

Yr4 – Tuesday 12 February, 3.10-3.40pm

Yr5 – Wednesday 13 February, 3.10-3.40pm

Yr6 – Thursday 14 February, 3.10-3.40pm

The purpose of these sessions is to give parents an overview of the year ahead, and an introduction to the classroom 
teacher, and their expectations for the class. Discussions on individual students and their progress will occur during 
the offi  cial Parent Teacher Interviews in Week 10 of term.

Staffi  ng Matters

We have had some changes to the Primary teaching staff  which I will outline below, including the appointment of 
some new staff  members as follows. Following on from a reorganisation conducted last year, we also have some 
title changes.  Curriculum Coordinators will now be known as Directors of Innovation and Learning (DILs) and Year 
Level Coordinators will now be known as Innovation and Learning Leaders (ILLs).

This year, we have three new Innovation and Learning Leaders in Year 6, Year 2 and Year 1 as well as some changes 
between year levels.  We congratulate all teachers on their appointment and new positions within the school.  

Mr Paul Johnson – ILL for Year 6

Mrs Jacqui Grotius – ILL for Year 2

Miss Ashleigh Quinn – ILL for Year 1

Mrs Marcia Jealous – moving from ILL for Year 3 to ILL for Year 5

Mrs Catriona Bennett – moving from ILL for Year 1 to ILL for Year 3

Mrs Carol Testa – moving from ILL for Year 2 to ILL for Prep 

Mrs Pam Rea and Mrs Roanna Pilgrim move from teaching in Year 2 to teaching in Year 4.  Mrs Keran Hart moves 
from teaching in Year 3 to teaching in Year 5. Mrs Louise Clarke moves from teaching in Year 5 to teaching in Year 3.  
Miss Kate Pillinger-Burns moves from teaching in Year 4 to teaching in Year 1.

Mrs Anne-Maree Kingston has been appointed as the Director of Innovation and Learning for Lower Primary and 
Mrs Di Todd will continue in that role for Upper Primary.

Mr Paul Johnson, having been appointed to the ILL position for Year 6 will step down from the eLearning coach 
position for staff .  Mr Ryan Wilkinson has been appointed to that position.

Mr Chris Walters has been appointed to a newly created position of Primary Care and Conduct Leader.  In that role 
Chris will have a signifi cant involvement in the pastoral care oversight of students in Primary.  

New Staff  

Mrs Wendy Clarke has been appointed to teach in Year 1.  Wendy comes to teaching as a mature age graduate, 
having successfully completed the past four years in Primary at Kurwongbah State School.  Wendy says she is 
dedicated to and passionate about making a diff erence in the lives of young people.  She describes herself as an 
energetic and intrinsically motivated educator collaboratively working with all members of the school community to 
meet student needs and promote the values and philosophy of the College.  Wendy says she is excited to have the 
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opportunity to integrate Christian values into lesson planning and curriculum development. Wendy is an avid runner 
and brings with her a vitality in her approach to all she does.  We welcome Wendy to the College.

Miss Nadine Richardson has been appointed to teach in Year 2.  Nadine come to us having taken a year off  travelling, 
but with previous early years teaching experience at St Paul's Lutheran and Redeemer Lutheran College.  Nadine 
describes herself as passionate about her responsibility to provide the foundation for student achievement and 
growth while encouraging students to perform at their best through the use of diff erentiated learning programs.  She 
has been involved in the writing of Science units, creating a new Maths program and other curriculum development. 
Nadine has coached teaching staff  in the use of iPads and Apps, which assisted in the successful implementation 
of the 1:1 iPad Program at that school.  Nadine is also an accredited and successful basketball coach.  We welcome 
Nadine to the College.

Mrs Calise Woodford has been appointed to teach Year 3.  Calise has been a long-standing and valued member of 
our relief staff  and brings with her a wealth of teaching experience and knowledge.  Calise is a motivated teacher with 
broad experience across Primary.  She demonstrates a proven ability to build positive relationships with students, 
parents as well as with her team members. Calise describes herself as an eff ective communicator, possessing a 
love for life-long learning with a passion to see each child reach their full potential. Calise completed a period of 
contract work with us in Year 2 last year and we were able to observe fi rst-hand the qualities refl ected in her referees’ 
observations.  We welcome Calise to the College.

Mrs Kristin Baigrie has been appointed to team teach in year 5, sharing a class with Mrs Jen Devine. Mrs Baigrie is 
replacing Mrs Sandra Greenwood who will be taking leave for the 2019 school year. Mrs Baigrie is a very familiar face 
around the Genesis Primary campus, having completed considerable work here as a relief teacher, and also having 
students in the Secondary school. We Welcome Kristin to our Primary teaching team. (Please see page 8 for more 
details)

Returning from Maternity Leave

We also welcome Mrs Kate Norman and Mrs Karen Jeff ery back from Maternity Leave.  Kate will provide release 
time for the Innovation and Learning Leaders in Years 2, 5 and 6 and Karen will provide release time for the Innovation 
and Learning Leaders in Years 3 and 4.

New Playground

The exciting major new development to occur over the Christmas holidays has been the construction of our new 
playground for students in Years 1 to 6. Considerable thought and design have gone into creating this unique facility 
which our students will thoroughly enjoy. There will be specifi c rules regarding the safe use of this equipment which 
staff  will communicate to students in the fi rst week of school.

Music Ensembles and Choirs

Parents, please note there will be no choir or ensemble rehearsals during Week 1.   Choirs will commence in Week 
2 as will most other ensembles.    

UPCOMING EVENTS
Term 1 Swimming Lessons

Swimming sessions for Years 3 to 6 students 
will be conducted at the Genesis Aquatic Centre 
during this term commencing Week 2. Lessons 
will occur after lunch on the following days

Swimming 
2019

Term 1      

  Mon Tues Wed Thurs

P6 1.30 - 2.00 4B & 4G 3B & 3G 6B & 6G 5B & 5G

P7 2.10 - 2.40 4R & 4W 3R & 3W 6R & 6W 5R & 5W

Dedication Service – Wednesday, 13 February 2019

Our annual Dedication Service will be conducted on Wednesday, 13 February at 9.00am in the Bray Park Community 
Church.  All students from Years 3 to 6 are involved in this special service.  Parents and friends are welcome to attend. 

Jeremy Williamson
Head of School - Primary
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PRIMARY STAFF LIST – 2019

Administration

Jeremy Williamson  Head of School – Primary

Simon Bedville  Assistant Head of School –   
   Primary

Di Todd   Director of Upper Primary   
   Innovation & Learning

Anne-Maree Kingston Director of Lower Primary   
   Innovation & Learning 

Chris Walters  Primary Care and Conduct Leader

Rae Young  PA to Head of School - Primary

Kellie Postle  Primary Admin

Abby Gilchrist  Primary Admin

Liz Rustichelli  First Aid

Sarah Wilson  First Aid

Pastoral Care

Louise Klar  Head of Pastoral Growth 

   and Care 

Lisa Mason  Primary Counsellor

Pam Nadler  Primary Chaplain

Julie McGovern  Pastoral Care Admin/Secondary  
   Counsellor

Teaching

Karen Camplin  Primary Learning Support Leader

Felicity Hall  Primary Specialist Teacher -   
   Learning Extension

Laura Bierton  Primary Specialist Teacher 

Astrid Roberts-Weiss Primary Specialist Teacher –   
   Primary Librarian

Jess Roche  Innovation & Learning Leader -  
   Japanese (P-12)

Deanna Hatcher Primary Specialist Teacher -   
   Japanese

Kaitlyn Hilford  Primary Specialist Teacher - ICT

Steven Hannah  Director of Music & Music   
   Performance

Deb Hosking  Innovation & Learning Leader -  
   Primary Music 

Carey Lang  Primary Specialist Teacher -   
   Lower Primary Music 

Tony Ventre  Innovation & Learning Leader -  
   Primary Sport & HPE 

Julie Turner  Primary Specialist Teacher -   
   Lower Primary HPE

ILL Release 

Julie Turner  Prep & 3&4 HPE

Karen Jeff ery  Years 3 & 4   (Thurs)

Kate Norman  Yrs 2, 5 and 6 (Tues & Wed)

Classes 

Prep Innovation & Learning Leader

PG Carol Testa    PS02 

Teachers

PB Rebecca Scott   PS01 

PG Carol Testa   PS02  
PR Patsy Sim   PS09  
PW Kristy Sweeny/Jo Chapman  PS10 
 

Year 1 Innovation & Learning Leader

1W Ashleigh Quinn    P 2

Teachers

1B Kate Pillinger-Burns  P 6

1G Wendy Clark      P 5  
1R Lisa Burton     P 1 

1W Ashleigh Quinn    P 2 
 

Year 2 Innovation & Learning Leader

2G Jacqui Grotius   P8  

Teachers

2B Nicolise Van Den Berg  P7  
2G Jacqui Grotius   P 8  
2R Nadine Richardson   P12  
2W Katie Swanborough  P11  
    

Year 3 Innovation & Learning Leader

3B Catriona Bennett  P15 

Teachers

3B Catriona Bennett   P15 

3G Wendy Wearne   P21 

3R Louise Clarke   P13  
3W Calise Woodford   P16 

 

Year 4 Innovation & Learning Leader

4B Lisa Elliott   P28  

Teachers

4B Lisa Elliott   P28  
4G Lauren Gandini    P27  
4R Pam Rea/Roanna Pilgrim P23 

4W Joyce Van Egmond   P26 
 

 

Year 5 Innovation & Learning Leader 

5W Marcia Jealous   P38  

Teachers

5B Jenn Devine/Kristin Baigrie  P48  
5G Ryan Wilkinson    P37 

5R Keran Hart     P47 

5W Marcia Jealous   P38  
 

Year 6 Innovation & Learning Leader

6R Paul Johnson   P50 

Teachers

6B Chris Butcher/Laura Horsley P56  
6G Chris Walters/Di Todd  P57  
6R Paul Johnson   P50  
6W Chris Kotterer    P51  
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COLLEGE OFFICE 
HOURS

Monday to Friday

Main Reception 
8.00am - 4.15pm 

Student Reception
8.15am - 4.00pm

Your help 

is needed!

SUN 3 MARCH TO SUN 10 MARCH 2019

We are seeking expressions 
of help to host students from our 

sister school, Minokamo High School. 

Please contact Mrs Learna Shimizu 
at Main Reception, phone 3882 9011 or 

email learnas@genesis.qld.edu.au
Remuneration is offered to assist with the family budget.

Have some fun 

 HOST 

a Student from 

JAPAN

2019
ICT DEPARTMENT 

HELP DESK HOURS

Room C2

Open 7:40-3:30pm 

M-F

BUS TRANSPORTATION DEPARTURE FROM GENESIS 
(Please hand in at Student Reception)

   BUS LINE: ........................................... ROUTE NAME: ...........................  DEPARTURE TIME: .....................

   PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENT/S:
   Child’s name: .................................................... Class: ............. 
   Child’s name: .................................................... Class: ............. 
   Child’s name: .................................................... Class: ............. 

   SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENT/S
   Child’s name: .................................................... Class: ............. 
   Child’s name: .................................................... Class: ............. 
   Child’s name: .................................................... Class: ............. 

   Comments: ...............................................................................................................................................

TRAVELLING DAYS:

Mon    Tue   Wed   Thu   Fri

TRAVELLING WITH SIBLINGS:

YES  NO
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SECONDARY SCHOOL

Dear Parents

Welcome back and we trust that you and your children are looking forward to a wonderfully 
productive and engaging 2019. 

2018 Year 12 OP results 

Congratulations are extended to the 2018 Year 12 cohort on completing their schooling and 
our best wishes go with them. Twenty students excelled by scoring in the OP 1 to 5 range with 
our College Dux, Daniel Butcher achieving an OP1.

Mobile Phone Policy and Smart Watches

This is a courteous reminder that students may not use devices like smart watches and mobile 
phones to access the internet while on campus. Students may only access the internet on their 
laptops and through the College intranet. Should students choose to wear a watch, a simple 
digital, analogue or GPS only watch is more appropriate. Mobile phones must be switched off  

during the school day and kept secure in student lockers.  

Class Changes

Class lists are determined based on teacher observations and experience and students are allocated according 
to what will best suit them. Generally, Form class groupings will not change signifi cantly.  Applications for subject 
changes may occur up until the tenth day of the semester.  Subject changes will generally be approved, provided 
there is still space in the class.

Staffi  ng

Each year brings with it new staff  and we welcome the following to our College. We pray God’s richest blessing 
upon their time with us.

Mr Peter Kidd joins to pioneer a new portfolio for Genesis - Director of Worldview. Peter holds both theological 
and teaching degrees and was most recently at Parklands Christian College. Ms Abigail Blessing has just returned 
from teaching and leading in London and will serve us well as Director of Innovation and Learning: Science Yrs 7-9. 
Mrs Betty-Anne Briggs will be continuing to lead in her role as Director of Innovation and Learning: Maths Yrs 7-9, 
having been at Marist College. Ms Terasa Wedley joins as Director of Innovation and Learning: Food and Textiles Yrs 
7-12, having been at The Lakes College. Mrs Rachel Bradburn "saw the light" as an architect and moved into teaching 
Maths and Science for us (with strong credentials in design). Mrs Donna Missenden will be teaching English and 
Humanities and has also served in chaplaincy roles in her career. Ms Rachel Zammit is moving from Prince of Peace 
to teach in the food, textiles and design realms. We are welcoming back from maternity leave Mrs Chloe Neuendorf 
(Science). Mrs Rachael Ellis continues on the teaching staff  but with a role to lead our innovative use of digital 
technologies. Mrs Fiona Hogan will begin her role as Director of Innovation and Learning: Middle School.

Please be aware that a restructure of positions at the College has resulted in some title changes to align with 
strategic approaches. We have Innovation and Learning Leaders looking after curriculum matters and Care and 
Conduct Leaders looking after pastoral matters. Both areas are vital for strong academics. Following is an outline of 
roles:

Director of Innovation & 
Learning Middle School    Fiona Hogan
Innovation & Learning Leader: English 7-9 Shari Blunt
Innovation & Learning Leader: Maths 7-9 Betty-Anne Briggs
Innovation & Learning Leader: Science 7-9 Abi Blessing
Innovation & Learning Leader: HaSS 7-9 Jenna Haywood
Innovation & Learning Leader: English 10-12 Crystal Brindley
Innovation & Learning Leader: Maths 10-12 Douglas Stuart-Adams
Innovation & Learning Leader: Science 10-12 Damien Head
Innovation & Learning Leader: HaSS 10-12 Liz Hobman
Innovation & Learning Leader: Music 7-12 Steven Hannah
Innovation & Learning Leader: Japanese P-12 Jess Roche
Innovation & Learning Leader: Food &
Textiles Technologies 7-12   Terasa Wedley
Innovation & Learning Leader: HPE 7-12 David Kregenbrink
Innovation & Learning Leader: Design & 
Industrial Technologies 7-12   Matt Lusty
Innovation & Learning Leader: Digital & 
Engineering Technologies 7-12   Larry Vint
Innovation & Learning Leader: Visual & 
Media Arts 7-12     Bethany Loveridge
Innovation & Learning Leader:
Dramatic Arts 7-12    Emily Briddock
Digital & Blended Technologies Leader  Rachael Ellis
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Dedication Service

The Secondary Dedication Service will be held on Thursday 14 February at 8:30am in the Church for Years 10 to 
12 and the Auditorium for Years 7 to 9.  Students from Years 10, 11 and 12 are to wear their College blazer.  All boys 
are expected to wear ties.

The Dedication Service is an event to dedicate the coming year to the Glory of God.   Parents are welcome to 
attend.   Due to seating limitations, we are requesting Parents RSVP to Secondary Administration by 9:00am on 
Wednesday 13 February if intending to attend.

New Student Orientation - Years 7 to 12 

A new student orientation session will be held on Launch Day at 8:00am in the Performance Theatre for Secondary 
Students who are new to the College this year.  The majority of these are coming into Year 7.

First Day Procedure for Secondary Students

Students from Years 7 to 12 will commence school on Tuesday 29 January.   Secondary students are to move 
directly to their respective Form class at 8:30am.  Assistance will be available in the Middle School undercover area 
for students needing further explanation or guidance.  As the majority of administrative tasks have been taken care of 
at Launch Day, teaching and learning will commence immediately.  Students who were unable to attend the Launch 
Day will be able to collect text books and forms during the fi rst few days of term.  Form teachers will direct these 
students to Student Reception for assistance.

Laptops for 1:1 Program

Students from Years 7 and 10 will receive laptops on Launch Day and will need to attend the appropriate information 
session.  At this session, staff  will ensure the laptop syncs to the network to acquire the necessary profi le, following 
the student successfully logging on. Parents are requested to discuss the contents of the ICT User Agreement and 
Laptop Policy, available on Parent Lounge, with their children. Each student also needs to develop the routine of 
charging their laptop overnight so that they arrive at school each day with their laptops fully charged.  

College House Sport Carnivals

The College sporting carnivals are an important part of College life and attendance by 
all students is compulsory. If unable to actively participate, it is still expected that students 
attend and participate by assisting and supporting.    We appreciate and value parental 
support on this matter.

The Swimming Carnival is the fi rst carnival for 2019 and will be held at the Genesis 
Aquatic Centre on Friday 8 February.  Details of the carnival will be distributed closer to 
the event.  Parents are encouraged to attend and support their children or to off er their 
services as a volunteer.  If you are able to assist, please make contact with Mr Neil Holmes, 
Director of Secondary Sport, by email on n.holmes@genesis.qld.edu.au 

Grooming

Secondary School photographs will be taken on Tuesday 5 (Years 9 to 12) and Wednesday 
6 February (Years 7 and 8).  Students are reminded to ensure their hair is in line with the 
uniform policy.   In the past, some students have returned to school with haircuts that 
are barely compliant and two weeks later they have had to have another haircut. Further 
information on school photographs will be distributed closer to the event.

Students returning to school are to ensure that their uniform and grooming are compliant.  
Students who are unable to meet the set standards will receive disciplinary consequences. I would like to especially 
alert parents with secondary age girls that highlights, foils and other hair styles that result in two colours contravene 
the uniform policy and will involve unnecessary expense for parents in rectifying the problem. Boys are not permitted 
to colour their hair, have any shaved lines or hair shorter than a #3.  

Girls with signifi cant skin conditions are permitted to wear concealing products on the provision of a medical 
practitioner’s letter.   It should be noted that these exemptions are valid for six months and the College requires 
written confi rmation from the doctor should this need to continue.  These letters are to be given to the relevant Care 
and Conduct Leader.

Director of Worldview (P-12)    Peter Kidd
Director of Music Performance    Steven Hannah
Director of Sport: Secondary    Neil Holmes
School Moderator     Michelle Connors
Operations Manager Secondary   Amy Burgin
 
Director of Care & Conduct    Tom Connolly
Care & Conduct Leader: Year 7    Cate White
Care & Conduct Leader: Year 8    Lauren Klingberg
Care & Conduct Leader: Year 9    Ryan Craig
Care & Conduct Leader: Year 10   Shayne Kriel
Care & Conduct Leader: Year 11   Belinda Heinze
Care & Conduct Leader: Year 12   Rohan Mills
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Uniform – Sport Shoes

Please note that sports shoes worn with the sport uniform must be predominately white, recognised running cross 
training, netball, tennis or low-cut basketball shoes which provide good foot support. Fashion sports shoes that do 
not provide ankle and arch support i.e. skate shoes, Volleys, canvas slip-on or Converse shoes are not permitted. 
Only white shoe laces are acceptable in sports shoes. Shoes must be kept clean and in good condition.  Should a 
specifi c shoe be prescribed by a medical practitioner (GP, Podiatrist or Physiotherapist) and it is not available in white, 
written notifi cation is required by the College. This documentation is to be provided to Student Reception so that 
the appropriate staff  can be notifi ed. If you have submitted this in the past you are reminded that this evidence is 
required annually; however, there is always an expectation that every eff ort is still made to choose a predominantly 
white shoe, when possible.

Student Absence for an Extended Period

Parents are requested to provide reasonable notice should their secondary aged child be absent for an extended 
period of time.  While the Care and Conduct Leaders will happily coordinate compiling catch-up work, this may take 
some time to gather.   This is of even greater importance if a student is going to be absent for assessments.  In Years 
11 and 12, missing assessment has implications, in terms of obligations and levels of accountability to the QCAA 
(Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority), and the College strongly discourages families from planning 
vacations that cause students to miss classes. If being away during an assessment period is unavoidable, a letter 
of request, addressed to the Head of School – Secondary, should be provided well in advance so that appropriate 
advice can be given and eff ective strategies put in place. 

Japanese Sister School Visit 

The College values parental support in hosting students from our sister school, Minokamo Junior High in Japan.  This 
is a fantastic way to gain a cultural experience for your own children in the comfort of your home. Please contact

 Mrs Shimizu for further details on learnas@genesis.qld.edu.au or by telephone.   Families with children studying 
Japanese are strongly encouraged to host a student, particularly for the language experience.   Remuneration is 
available for host families and is paid on a per student per night basis.

Library Opening Hours and Supervised Study Sessions

The library, including computer facilities, will be open from 8:00am for students.  The library will close at 4:00pm 
each day. The library is available for students to study and do research.  The library is not available as a place for 
students to bide their time while waiting for parents to collect them. Supervised study sessions are usually held in the 
library on each Wednesday from 3:15pm to 4:00pm.  Students are required to sign in and out when attending each 
academic support session.

Blessings

Stuart Taylor

Head of School – Secondary 

WEEKLY ACADEMIC SUPPORT FOR YEAR 7 TO 12 STUDENT
Academic assistance sessions on Wednesdays from 3.15pm to 4.30pm in L5 in the library will commence second 
week of school. The fi nal session for the term will be held Wednesday 6 March. During the session, four teachers will 
be available to assist; two with Maths/Science and two with English/SOSE/Arts literacy, writing and research work. 
Students may attend provided they are in genuine need of specifi c teacher assistance with research/assignments, 
study or homework. Please note that once signed in, a student must stay for the full session i.e. until 4.30pm or 
until collected by a parent from the library. It is also essential that students bring writing equipment and class work 
with them. Completion of the signed slip (below) or a note from a parent/guardian is appreciated.

Student’s Name: ___________________________________                  Year Level: ________

Requires help with conceptual understanding for: 

       Research/Assignment         Exam preparation          Homework 

Attendance date:_______

        this session only      all sessions this term

Parent/guardian’s signature: __________________________                 Date: ____________
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Wondering what your child ate for lunch? No more 
loose change or lost coins; No more running out of paper 
ordering bags.

STREAMLINED, ONLINE, SIMPLE TO USE 
FLEXISCHOOL SYSTEM.

As the tuckshop has a cashless system, all families 
are requested to have in place their accounts with 
Flexischools before using our tuckshop.

For students in Years 7 to 12 make sure to register your 
Student ID number on the Flexischool account, that way 
your child can swipe their ID card when purchasing extras 
at the tuckshop counter.

Students in Primary (Years 1 to 6) are not permitted to 
purchase goods across the counter as all food, drinks and 
treats must be ordered by parents on the Flexischools 
system, and are delivered to classrooms at break times.

Tuck shop is not available for students in Prep.

Some great points about the Flexischools system:
• you can set up advanced orders 
• you can set up recurring orders for every day or once 

a week etc
• the cost of the order is only deducted from the 

account on the day of the order (in case your child is 
away just send an email to cancel the order)

• you will receive a SMS when your balance is low
• you can easily top up your account at any time
• you can monitor what your child purchases and how 

much they spend

Flexischools is also required for online uniform 
purchases, event tickets and reserving seats for the 
College award services etc. 

Thank you for your understanding as we move to 
providing a better level of service and security when 
ordering items or purchasing tickets for events at school.  

Chris Kidd
Tuckshop Convenor
tuckshop@genesis.qld.edu.au

Outside School Hours Care for 2019.
Should you require Outside School Hours Care or 
Vacation Care,  please contact our Centre directly to 
ascertain availability.
Genesis OSHC (Yrs 1-7) on 3882 9013 with Director 
Susan Cooper 
Little Genesis OSHC (Prep only) on 3882 9032 with 
Service Manager Patricia Anstee
Enrolment forms for 2019 must be in place before any 
bookings can be taken. Places are limited so please 
call as soon as possible should you require care.
Susan Cooper
GOSHC Director

2019 SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTS
• A fee account will be emailed to every family early 

in Term 1.

• All new families must return their payment option 
slip by no later than Friday 25 January, if they have 
not already done so.

• Continuing families from 2018 need email the 
fi nance offi  ce if changing their payment option 
for 2019. If no changes are required, payments will 
default to the 2018 option. 

 

Thank you.

Finance Offi  ce 38829018

fi nance@genesis.qld.edu.au

FINANCE OFFICE

GOSH NEWSTUCKSHOP NEWS

Congratulations and a special welcome to new students and families commencing at Genesis in 2019 and especially 
to our youngest students commencing their fi rst year of formal schooling.

For both new and continuing families, the start of the new school year is a timely reminder that Genesis is currently 
at capacity in most year levels for student enrolments and therefore there can be limited future availability. Vacancies 
are more often available for the beginning of a new school year so it is recommended to make an Application 
for Enrolment at the earliest opportunity to be added to the waiting lists. Application forms are available from the 
College website or for collection from Main Reception.

Applications should be kept “active” by providing most recent school reports, NAPLAN results and up-to-date 
information on student needs including physical, medical, educational requirements as they become available.

For Prep Year, we recommend an Application for Enrolment for the Prep waiting list at the earliest opportunity. 
We accept applications for Prep for children from birth as soon as a birth certifi cate is available to provide with the 
application. 

Applications for Prep at Genesis Christian College can close, if the waiting list becomes extensive.

Please contact the College Enrolments offi  ce if you have any queries.

Lynn M Swanson

Enrolments Registrar

ENROLMENT OFFICE
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Starting school is a major step in a child’s educational journey. It is made easier when children are 
prepared for the transition.

Children’s milestone events such as starting school always bring a mix of emotions for both children and 
parents, with excitement, anticipation and nervousness being the most common. If either you or your 
child is feeling anxious about the big event then the following tips will help ease the tension and ensure 
your child makes the best possible start to their school life:

1. Be positive about the year ahead
School starters generally take their cues from their parents so your attitude to school, your child’s 
teacher and learning can set the scene for a positive year ahead. Be positive and confident that your 
child will fit in and succeed and you increase the likelihood that they will do so.

2. Tell them what to expect
One of the best ways to ease a child’s anxiety is to provide information about what they can expect at 
school. Over the school holidays, reinforce what they have already learned about lining up, play areas, 
routines and other aspects of school they may have experienced during the transition program. In this 
way your child will be better prepared for what happens when real school starts.

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au/schools

Helping children make a bright 
start to school
by Michael Grose 

insights

EDUCATION/LEARNING 
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3. Develop your child’s independence skills
Children with age-appropriate self-sufficiency skills generally find 
starting school much easier than children who have always had 
everything done for them. In the months leading up to the start of 
school make sure your child knows: how to open and close their 
lunchbox; how to pack their bag or backpack; how to use the toilet 
independently; and how to pack away their belongings. Practise eating 
play lunch and school lunch with your child. Also help them develop 
the habit of packing up their toys, their dinner plates and their clothes. 
These simple habits soon become ingrained patterns that will help maximise your child’s long-term 
success at school.

4. Explain what school expects from them
Let your child know that being at school requires some behaviours that may be very different from thos
required at home. For instance, there will most likely be different rules and routines. They will probably
have to work with many more children, they may have to put up their hand to get a teacher’s attention
and they may have to wait their turn to be heard. Help them understand that in a classroom they may 
not be able to do things when they want to – which can come as a shock to some children. These lesson
about fitting in will help your child adapt quickly to their new surroundings.

5. Teach social etiquette
School requires children to make friends with other children and also 
to work and play alongside others. Take the time to explain and role-
play the social etiquette that will help your child succeed socially. 
“Jeremy, when you want to play with others you need to say, ‘Excuse me! 
Can I join in your game?’” Another way for children to learn social 
etiquette is through play dates, family gatherings and family 
mealtimes. Also insist that your child shows good manners including 
using ‘please’ and ‘thank you’, which will aid their continued social development.

6. Familiarise them with the school environment
The scale of the physical environment of a school can be daunting for young children so consider 
spending some time at school during the holidays so they become familiar with the playground and the
buildings. Also make the journey to and from school a number of times prior to the start of school so 
that they are comfortable when they go on the first day.

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au/schoo
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7. Develop a goodbye routine
Despite the best start to the school year there will always be those days when a child just doesn’t want 
to go to school. Tears and tantrums are common for many school starters. It helps in these less-than-
pleasant situations if you have a goodbye routine that includes a smile, a kiss and/or hug and leaving 
without looking back. If saying goodbye in the morning continues to be a struggle, seek the advice and 
help of your child’s teacher.

8. Don’t forget to develop a hello routine too!
Once school has finished some children just want to relax without 
talking about school, while others may unload about the events of the
day. Follow their lead but regardless of whether your child opens up o
closes down make sure they have some downtime so they can relax 
and unwind. If your child always presents a tale of woe about school 
(“I hate school. I’m not going back”), be patient and remember that 
children can be faulty observers and don’t always see things as they 
really are. Help them look for the positive or good parts of their day by
asking questions such as “What did you enjoy about today?”

At times of transition it’s worth remembering that some children adap
to change far quicker than others. Some children adapt easily to new 
routines and new surroundings, while others may take many weeks to
feel comfortable with going to school. If the latter is the case for your 
child, then patience, consistency and exposure to affirming parent 

networks may be the best allies that you and your child can have.

Michael Grose

Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting 
educators. He’s the author of 10 books for parents including Thriving! and the best-
selling Why First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It, and his 
latest release Spoonfed Generation: How to raise independent children.

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au/schoo
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